
HUTNEWS  
Summer 2011 

Paradise on the Edge  www.GreatHuts.com  email: info@GreatHuts.com Tel: 876 - 993- 8888  

 Upcoming events at Great Huts  

Jamaican Arts Odyssey ð July 9th ï 17th 

Visions of Ethiopia ï July 24th-29th 

Church Treasures of Jamaica ï July 23-31,  

August 13-21, September 3-11, Oct 1-9 

Jamaican Arts Odyssey By Doctor Paul 
While European itinerant artists visited Jamaica during the 18th and 

early 19th century on commission for portraits of the wealthy plantation 

owners, portraying a more fair Isle and life style than actual, with     

ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓÑÕÅ ÒÅÁÌ ÅÓÔÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ȰÈÁÐÐÙȱ -obedient slaves in the background 

ÁÓ ȰÔÒÏÐÈÉÅÓȟȱ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ *ÁÍÁÉÃÁÎÓ ÈÁÄ ÎÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅÌÁÎÄ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇ 

tradition nor certainly the leisure time to take to explore oil painting of 

their own.  (An exception is the ancient Christian orthodox faith        

tradition and revered iconic painting tradition of Ethiopia, the painted 

Church frescos of Lalibel and Lake Tana monasteries, perhaps being the 

best examples.)  Certainly, much Jamaican colonial art before          

emancipation was propaganda. Post emancipation and into the early 

20th century, economic realities would stifle the visual arts except 

among the aristocracy and even for the privileged, artistry would be a  

tolerated hobby, but scorned profession.  For the masses, dance and 

music would provide immediate satisfaction and release from the 

drudgery of impoverishment and second class status, not painting. Edna 

Manley, wife of Statesman and People National Party founder, Norman, 

enthralled perhaps with the memories of mother Africa, she would have 

heard from her maternal grandmother ɀ %ÄÎÁȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ Á  

*ÁÍÁÉÃÁÎ ȬÃÏÌÏÕÒÅÄȭ ɀ ÇÁÖÅ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρωσπȭÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȟ  ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ 

free in visual imagery from the culture of the colonizer and illustrating 

ÐÒÉÄÅȟ ÄÉÇÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ  *ÁÍÁÉÃÁȭÓ "ÌÁÃË ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅȢ  %ÄÎÁ -ÁÎÌÅÙȭÓ 

efforts led to a change in the originally Euro-centric art classes of the 

Institute of Jamaica, and was followed by the development of the     

Jamaica School of Arts and Crafts in 1950. The school became the Cul-

tural Training Center in 1976 located at the DaCosta Institute before        

becoming an accredited college in 1995 offering diploma programs in 

visual and performing arts at the college which carries her name.  Of 

course,  the establishment of a visual arts culture requires not only 

talented artists, of whom Jamaica boasts more than a hundred highly 

accomplished professionals, but a population  which purchases art, 

galleries to showcase and promote artists and their creations, museums 

to proudly share and celebrate such art, and art  critics and authors to 

write about and document the art. 

Camaraderie too is a needed ingredient for a thriving arts trade, 

and the Jamaican Guild of Artists since its inception in 1997, pro-

vides business know-how and emotional support to those in who 

ÒÅÓÉÄÅ ÉÎ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÌÏÎÅÌÙ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ *ÁÍÁÉÃÁȭÓ 

ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÂÏÏÍ ÉÎ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ρωφπȭÓ 

ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÍÁÎÙ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 0ÏÒÔÌÁÎÄȭÓ Ï×Î 

Kenneth Abandamo Spencer, whose  works, often mass produced 

and copycat, do  include a number of  splendidly colourful and 

masterfully drawn images of Portland scenes and people. The 

National Gallery began in 1974 with a collection of 200 paintings 

and 30 sculptures, many of the Edna Manley works, which had 

been acquired by the Institute of Jamaica over a period of 34 years 

and today boasts over 1000 works, including many masterful 

paintings donated by Aaron Matalon, and family. Before settling in 

the downtown harbor-front location of today, the Gallery was 

located within Devon House.  The scholarship of Jamaican artist, 

David Boxer, has had much to do with the growth and excellence 

ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ Ï×Î ÐÒÅ-eminent museum - the National Gallery. Of 

note the oldest continuously operating art gallery in Jamaica is 

small private one, the Bolivar Gallery built from 1964-67 and run 

by avid collector of Asian art and furnishings and former           

publisher, the elegant and eccentric , Hugh Dunphy. We invite 

interested guest to participate in Jamaican Arts Odyssey July 9-17. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edna Manleyõs Negro Aroused (1935) aptly reflects her stylistic 

and social interests during that era. Hewn intentionally from dark 

mahogany, its naked black torso supports a head thrust upwards 

in search of a new dawn  

 

 



Ethiopian Visions: Ethiopian Art Show and In-

teractive Workshop at Great Huts Resort, July 

24-29, 2011 

Ȱ%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁÎ 6ÉÓÉÏÎÓȱ ÉÓ Á ÍÕÌÔÉÆÁÃÅÔÅÄ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÁÒÔ 

ÐÉÅÃÅÓȟ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÆÉÌÍ ÆÏÏÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÁÒÃÈÉÔÅÃÔÕÒÁÌ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÓ ȟ      

traditional art, and cutting-edge wellness treatments and activities.  The 

6 evening lectures and discussions carry no cost beyond that for the 

accommodations, which begin at 70USD per night double occupancy. 

Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÐÕÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ Á ÓÔÉÍÕÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÓÅÌÅÃÔ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ 

of our collection of 33 articles of contemporary, spiritually-based scroll 

art and artifacts of Ethiopia, interviews with Ethiopian artists that    

showcase their traditional techniques and use of indigenous materials, 

ÒÁÒÅ ÆÉÌÍ ÆÏÏÔÁÇÅ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȭ ρςÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÒÏÃË-hewn churches 

and a filmed odyssey to Shashemene, Ethiopia, the spiritual and physical 

ÈÏÍÅÌÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÁÓÔÁÆÁÒÉ ȱ ÓÁÉÄ Ȱ 6ÉÓÉÏÎÓȱ  ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ 2ÁÓÔÁÆÁÒÉÁÎ  

Anta Anthony Merritt, Ph.D.    

 

 

Rock Hewn Church of Saint George  

Lalibela, Ethiopia 

 

Port Antonio Homeless Shelter 
AN APPEAL FOR DONATIONS PLEASE. May 2012 marks the second   

anniversary of the opening of the Portland Rehabilitation Center. On 

average, 14 persons who had previously slept on the streets are housed 

here and each is provided with three daily meals, recreational activities, 

social skills training, and medical and psychiatric care as needed. Plans 

are underway to expand the shelter to house a total of twenty persons 

and to provide a new wing for female clients. Administered by Portland 

Rehab Management Group, chaired by Doctor Paul, our goal is to enhance 

the self- esteem and overall health of each client and to reintegrate the 

person into the community with friends and family. Urgent help is 

needed with fixed expenses, food, supplies, and medicines. To donate, 

visit www.PRMhomeless.org  or write PRMJamaica@gmail.org.                

No gift is too small.  

Little Miss Great Huts  
Alliya Gayle, representing Boston Primary School donor, Great Huts, wins 

the Mini Ms. Boston competition. On basis of poise, dance, song, and     

answering questions, a panel of judges selected Alliya Gayle, the winner from 

among 10 contestants.  Her parents were so proud and so were we of Great 

Huts. In answer to the judge's question, "Why is it important to wash your 

hands?" Alliya beamed and sang out, ñI wash my hands so Mr. Germ will not 

make me sick!" The crowd roared. That little girl may become the next   

infectious disease expert Doctor of the Caribbean! And a pretty one too. 

 

 

-ÉÎÉ -ÉÓÓ 'ÒÅÁÔ (ÕÔÓȟ !ÌÌÉÙÁ 'ÁÙÌÅȟ  ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ-ÉÓÓ "ÏÓÔÏÎȱ ÐÁÇÅÁÎÔ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ςφÔÈ ÏÆ -ÁÙȟ 
2011. 

 

http://www.PRMhomeless.org

