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Africa, Israel, Jamaica:  Art and soul of Great Huts  
  
Whether you are an avid collector, or interested in 

beautifying your own guest house or personal living 

space, Jamaican artists and the galleries which represent 

them offer objects of inspiration, meaning, and décor 

for virtually every taste and budget.  

My first exposure to Jamaican art was through Gilou 

Bauer, the curator of the Mutual Gallery (Tel: 876  929 

4302), who some 15 years ago operated a small gallery, 

formerly The Bay Gallery.   
 

 

The haunting pathos of Gene PearǎƻƴΩǎ wŀƪǳ-fired clay masks make 

his works particularly striking. 

I purchased a painting by intuitive artist Kingsley 

Thomas, with whom I cultivated a personal relationship.  

I later commissioned a painting of the Passover Seder, 

which I displayed proudly in my Washington, DC, 

kitchen.  The piece was at once African and Hebrew, a 

very pleasing design indeed.   

As I studied and dreamt about African art and Jewish art 

and learned more about Scripture, which elaborates on 

the interchanges and commonalities among the people 

of Africa and Israel, I have sought to portray such 

connections in the design and artistry of Great Huts.  

Some one hundred pieces of sculpture adorn Great Huts 

ς interiors, gardens, and other shared common spaces.  

And the effect, according to our guests, who sense the 

ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ΨhƴŜ [ƻǾŜΩ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

differing but similar spiritual paths, has been very 

positive. 

Clearly, such tradition and stories of faith create 

wonderful opportunities for illustration and aesthetic 

form and the new Queen of Sheba hut encases such 

objects.  In particular, we have created a 10-foot-long 

carving of two Lions of Judah, holding the Ten 

Commandments above the door of the Sheba Hut. And 

the use of stone walls two or three feet thick, and the 

incorporation of huge boulders and fossilised coral 

within the hut makes for a bedroom which has 

prompted remarks of ΨƎǊŀƴŘŜǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŜΩ from more 

than one guest.  
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Part of the interior of the Queen of Sheba ΨƘǳǘΩ with aesthetic elements hinting of both Africa and Israel.  Note the Star of David window. 

 

As framed paintings would be somewhat out of 

character at rustic, African village-like Great Huts, we 

have focused on sculpture, including building design - 

although the floors, ceilings and walls of our huts bear 

many drawings of African symbols and motif.  Our latest 

creation is the Queen of Sheba Hut, started nearly ten 

years on our original plans, but only recently completed 

ς the ideas, timing and funds being right.  The Queen of 

Sheba, Makeda, bore a child of King Solomon, Menelek, 

who was the ancestor of Haile Selassie, the Messiah 

according to Rastafari faith. Queen Makeda brought 

Judaism to her people in Ethiopia, who adhered to the 

Books of Moses and Jewish traditions and language for 

centuries.  

The Falasha people are believed to be descendants of 

these Biblical-era Jews, as are the Lemba tribe of South 

Africa, both peoples claiming to have possession of the 

Ark of the Covenant and Ten Commandants to this day. 

 

Recently, I have fallen in love with the masks and artistry 

of two Jamaican artists, Nakazzi who paints her usually 

ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƳŀƪŜǳǇΩ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘ 

leaf, emphasising the eyes and cheek bones, and Gene 

Pearson, whose Raku-fired, clay sculptural pieces 

celebrate the grace and beauty of the Nubian peoples.  

 

Galleries  

Over time, I have come to develop friendships with a 

number of curators of Jamaican galleries.  Gilou has for 

decades worked to advocate for and improve the 

marketability and income of Jamaican artists, including 

many who have long struggled to make a living from 

their God-given and training-perfected creative talents.  

Anna Bella, at Harmony Hall (Tel: 876 975 4222), has a 

stunning gallery in a Victorian storybook house, with an  

 



 

excellent Italian restaurant, Toscanni, and gardens 

below; and regularly features indoor-outdoor art shows 

which are fun for locals and tourists to visit. 

Hugh Dunphy of Bolivar Gallery, Half Way Tree Road, 

Kingston (Tel: 876 926 8799), offers not only remarkable 

pieces of Jamaican art, but Asian sculpture and 

furniture, at reasonable prices, and a one-of-kind art 

book store. 

The largest exhibit space I visited was at the Arts Centre 

by Rose, across from the University of Technology on 

Old Hope Road in Kingston (Tel: 876 927 1608), where I 

found not only remarkable masks by Nakazzi but lovely 

fabrics which Rose has imported from Morocco. As 

Great Huts is really about celebration of African art and 

culture and exploring the threads of historical tapestry 

through which Mother Africa and Biblical Israel and the 

Hebrews intertwine, we will continue to add to our 

collection - never finished, God willing and thank God - 

and aspire to become the hotel for artists and a  living, 

breathing gallery of Jamaica.  

For the upcoming February 20, 2011 FiWi Singting 

Festival of African culture by Sista P, Great Huts piggy-

backs its own arts weekend, with special rates, musical 

shows and showcasing the art work of the brilliant 

photographer Howard Moo Young, who loves our Great 

Huts, and Kenyan-Jamaican painter-sculptor, my friend 

Mazola.  Please join us for these events.  Do consider 

more regular visits to galleries of Jamaica and inviting 

artists you like to display their work and - and yes, bared 

souls - in your living spaces and those of your guests. 

Shalom 

Paul 

 

Great Huts  offer s a wide range of a ctivities, from total  

relaxation and quiet water sports to dramatic day trips such as:   

*Valley hiking   *River rafting  

*Mountain cl imbing  *Yoga 

*Snorkeling   *Massage 

*Kingston Museum  *Gallery and historic sightseeing  

  **S urfing lessons & Board rentals  also available *  

 

 

 

 

The exterior of the Queen of Sheba, which features two 10-foot-

long Lions of Judah, holding the Ten Commandments, and a carved 

image of the Queen herself set in the door. 

 

 

 

Join Us!  

FiWi Sinting is one of the best known celebrations 

of Jamaica and African culture on the events 

calendar in Jamaica, drawing thousands of visitors 

from all over the country - and the world.  It is well 

worth it to attend and Great Huts will be there! 

So join us on February 20 as we celebrate this 

unique slice of the culture of the African Diaspora! 

 

 

 

 


